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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This communication is responsive to RCE filed on April 4, 2005. Claims 1- 
26 are pending examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the 
requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before 
the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Gupta et al. (Gupta), U S Patent No. 6,763,384. 

4. As to claims 10, Gupta teaches a client/server communication framework 
to facilitate communications to one or more clients using hyper-text transfer 
protocol (HTTP) comprising: 

a first server (see Fig. 4, application server 20) in an application server to 
send a first message to a second server (see Fig. 4, notification sever 30) in the 
application server, and also to provide information to one or more clients using 
HTTP (see Fig. 4 t clients 1 14-118); 

the second server in the application server, coupled to the first server, to 
receive the first message from the first server, to store the first message, and to 
send the first message to an application client at a later time in response to 
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receiving an HTTP polling request from the application client and determining 
that the first message was previously stored (col. 1, lines 55-67, col. 7, lines 36- 
45 and col./ 9, lines 20-35) ; and 

the application client to send the HTTP polling request to the second 
server, to receive the first message from the second server, and to distribute the 
first message to a first client in the application client (col. 1 , lines 55-67). 

5. As to claims 11, Gupta teaches the client/server communication 
framework of claim 10, wherein the first server is a server for an application, the 
second server is a communication server, the first client is a client for the 
application, and the application client further comprises a communication client 
(see Fig. 4, col. 8, lines 30-43, col. 9, lines 20-35). 

6. As to claims 12, Gupta teaches the client/server communication 
framework of claim 10, further comprising a memory location to store messages 
received by the second server (col. 5, lines 4-21, col. 7, lines 36-45, the 
notification server is able to store notifications intended for clients). 

7. As to claims 13, Gupta teaches the client/server communication 
framework of claim 12, wherein the messages are stored in a hashtable (col. 5, 
lines 4-21 , it is inherent that the database 42 contains hashtables). 

8. As to claims 14, Gupta teaches the client/server communication 
framework of claim 10, wherein the first message includes information identifying 
the first client and the application (col. 9, lines 30-35). 

9. As to claims 15, xxx teaches the client/server communication- framework 
of claim 10, further comprising; 
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a third server to provide information to one or more clients using HTTP 
protocol, wherein the second server is coupled to the third server to receive a 
second message from the third server (see Fig. 4, col. 9, lines 20-35), 

wherein the second message is intended to be sent to a third client using 
HTTP protocol; and wherein the second message is sent to the third client in 
response to the same or consecutive polling requests by the second client (col. 

I, lines 55-67, col. 9, lines 20-35). 

10. As to claims 16, Gupta teaches the client/server communication 
framework of claim 10, wherein the first server is an application in a web server, 
and wherein the one or more clients are web-based clients (see Fig. 1 , Fig. 2a) 

II. As to claims 17, Gupta teaches the client/server communication 
framework of claim 10, wherein the first message is used to instruct the first client 
to fetch information from the first server using HTTP protocol (col. 8, lines 11-29, 
the user signs up to receive notification whenever there is a change in the 
highest bid of an online auction and then the use can then access the server to 
receive more information). 

12. As to claims 18, Gupta teaches the client/server communication 
framework of claim 10, wherein the first message is consumed by the first client 
directly (col. 8, lines 11-29, the user signs up to receive notification whenever 
there is a change in the highest bid of an online auction). 

13. As to claims 1-2 4-5, 7-9, 19-26, they have similar limitations of claims 10, 
12-13, 15-18; therefore rejected under the same rational. 
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14. As to claim 6, Gupta teaches a two-tier hashtable (col. 13, lines 45-50, It is 
inherent that database 42 contains a multi-tier hash table in order to be able to 
better store and retrieve the information). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 , 

15. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

16. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gupta et al. (Gupta), U.S Patent No. 6,763,384 as applied to claim 1 and further 
in view of Betros et al. (Betros), U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
US2002/0099795 A1 . 

17. As to claim 3, Gupta teaches the invention substantially as discussed 
above; however, Gupta does not explicitly indicate the step of providing a 
communication servlet coupled between the communication server and the 
communication client. 

Betros teaches a servlet configured to operate within or in conjunction with 
the web server, and being further configured to communicate with the client side 
logic (pages 1 2, para. [0015]). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to combine the inventions of Gupta and Betros to provide a 
communication servlet coupled between the communication server and the 
communication client because it would allow two way asynchronous 
communication between server and client (page 1, col. 2, para. [0012]). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Shawki S Ismail whose telephone number is 
571-272-3985. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
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